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PAN Latin America/RAP/Chile
Press Release
Toxic pesticide residues found in vegetables consumed by babies
TV Channel 13 broadcasted worrying analysis by private lab 

Santiago, Chile, June 2, 2010. Analysis of pesticide residues in common foods carried on by TV Channel 13 showed that Chilean people are consuming vegetables contaminated with pesticides causing severe chronic effects such as cancer and other serious illnesses.  This poses a very serious menace to health, especially for babies and most vulnerable groups.  

Chilean and international norms on maximum residue limit (MRL) allowed in frequent consumption food are often not being fulfilled, according findings of the study. Pesticides classed as extremely toxic or highly hazardous by WHO, or pesticides that have been banned by European Union are being used here.  36 samples of lettuces, tomatoes, spinaches and peppers were analyzed.  The outcome was informed by “Contacto”, a late show broadcasted by TV Channel 13 on June 1st, 2010. 

Vegetable samples came from producers Agrícola Gómez Ltda, Hermán Gómez, Punto Azul and Dole. They were purchased at the Central Market (Vega Central) and in two most important supermarkets, Jumbo and Lider. 

The analysis performed on April 2010 by Andes Control Laboratory found 20% of infringement as to Chilean MRL norm.  Chilean MRL regulation is less preventive than MRL of the developed countries, which are a current market for Chilean exports.  Consequently 44% of the samples could not be consumed in EU because of violation of their norms, and 61% of them do not fulfill United States MRL. 

As for lettuces, 67% of the analyzed samples present pesticide residues surpassing Chilean norms, 100% of them is over the EU norm and 78% of the analyzed samples surpasses United States norms.  11% of spinaches analyzed surpass Chilean legislation, while 22% and 33% are over the maximum residue limits for EU and United States.
Chilean regulation is being fulfilled in tomatoes and peppers. But 11% of tomato samples do not fulfill EU MRL and 67% do not fulfill USA regulations on maximum residue limits. 44% of peppers samples are over EU MRL and 67% surpass USA regulation for residues. 

 RAP-Chile national coordinator María Elena Rozas, says: “Analysis are the evidence that in most of vegetables studied, we are very far from getting close to current USA and  European Union regulations. For instance, Methyl tiofanate residues present in lettuce,  are 64 times higher than the MRL allowed in European Union for this chemical substance”.  

Risk for babies
Permethrin and carbendazim were detected in spinaches, a vegetable used mostly for baby food. Chronic effects derived from these two pesticides can harm health and development of babies, generating life long consequences.  Because of their low body weight, babies will concentrate more pesticide residues in their bodies, so this finding in spinaches is even more serious for this group.
Other findings in formerly identified samples are residues of seven potencially carcinogenic pesticides:  boscalid, buprofezin, carbendazim, chlortalonil, kesoxim metil, difenoconozole, tebuconnazole, permetrina, iprodione  y tiofanato metil.  (see annex in www.rap-al.org (News)
 Endocrine and reproductive disrupter pesticides were also found in lettuce, tomato and spinach (carbendazim, methomyl, lambda cyhalothrine, triadimenol and permethrine).  Two of the pesticides that were detected have teratogenic effects: Methyl tiofanate and carbendazim. 

Methyltiofanate can also be associated to chromosome disruptions.  Central nervous system and immune system disruptions that can be generated by methamidofos and chlorpirifos are also very serious.
Pesticides residues in vegetables of dietary ingest pose a very serious menace to health.  

Hazardous pesticides cocktail

Toxic pesticide cocktail (mixture) found in the samples is also highlightening a common practice done by producers. Seven different pesticides were found in a single tomato:  chlortalonil, fenhexamide, tebuconazole, acetamiprid, boscalid, pyraclostrobin,  thiametoxam. Similarly, 8 different pesticides were found in a lettuce sample: acetamiprid, carbendazim, imidacloprid, methomyl, tiametoxam, methil tiofanate, cyhalothrin lambda and iprodione.

On the other hand, TV Channel 13 analysis shows that four pesticides which are forbidden or not registered in EU (under 91/414/CEE directive) are being used in Chile. These pesticides are methamidofos (Out), buprofesin (Out), myclobutanil (VW) permethrine (B).
Methamidofos and methomyl are additionally classed as 1a (extremely hazardous) by WHO because of its acute effect in health. Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) lists both of them as not recommended pesticides.  Methamidofos appears as one of the findings in the total four analyzed varieties, and besides that, its residues exceed MRL in: Lettuce (under EU), spinach (Chile, EU and USA), tomato (EU) and pepper (EU).  Second finding of a highly toxic pesticide is methomyl. It was found in lettuce and pepper.  

María Elena Rozas stated: “The report we are knowing now is just the tip of the iceberg of a situation which is also very seriously affecting health of men and female rural workers”.  Chilean officers have made up their minds to ignore the impact on consumers. Only one single public study on pesticide residues in fruits and vegetables has been done on the last decade. Results of that study were hidden for a long time. No more studies followed up that one.” On 1994, National Consumers’ Service (Servicio Nacional del Consumidor, SERNAC)  and on 1999/2000 Public Health Institute (Instituto de Salud Pública) had carried on two analysis which already highlighted  bad agricultural practices and use of hazardous and carcinogenic pesticides.  Agriculture and Cattle Service (Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero SAG) the public agency responsible for regulations has taken no decisions related to withdrawal of most hazardous pesticides affecting the health of appliers. 

On the other hand, there is no public support for organic and agroecologic agriculture which has been mentioned by consumers as the only integral response to this serious situation. In the meanwhile, pesticide use keeps scaling up. There is a dramatic increase of chemical substances import.   On 2008, under government data, 32.545 tons of pesticides were imported. This figure is 20% higher than 2007 figures for pesticide imports.  
Until now, Chilean Senate has stood side by side with pesticide manufacturers, transnational corporations.  On March 10 (2010) Senate rejected the bill that banned registration and use of most hazardous pesticides. Formerly, the bill had been unanimously passed by Deputies. So Senate can be pointed out as being responsible for allowing above reported findings to go on and on.   
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